CHAPTER  XVIII.

THE LAST WEEKS,
1586.

K ten weeks following the cap-
lure of Axel were for the most
part spent by Sir Philip Sidney
at Flushing. But he was often
with his uncle at or near Arn-
hcmt the handsome town built
on the site of the old Roman
Arcccnum, on the northern bank of the Rhine, near
the channel by which the Romans had connected
that river with the Yssel, The Earl of Leicester
had made Arnhem his headquarters, and Sidney was
anxious that the success at Axel should be promptly
followed by other attacks on the Spanish garrisons,
with the special object-of hampering the Duke of
Parma's operations against Rheinberg and other
places thereabout. A few desultory movements
were made, in some of which Sidney took part. But
nothing important was done: partly because the
Earl of Leicester lacked all the qualities of a good